
        

President Honored  
for Civic Leadership
one of the defInIng pIeCes of Fred 
Lazarus IV’s tenure as president of MICA has 
been his commitment to using art to affect 
positive community change.  His record of 
achievement in this area has recently been recog-
nized by Partners for Livable Communities, who 
honored him with the organization’s Founders 
Award for Civic Leadership in December.
 “The Founders Award is affirmation that 
MICA was prescient when it made engagement 
with the Baltimore community a cornerstone 
of its strategic plan. Our engagement with the 
community continues to pay dividends—for the 
College, our students, and the city,” Lazarus said.
 A national nonprofit organization that strives 
to improve communities through the promotion 
of quality of life, economic development, and 
social equity, Partners for Livable Communities 
has brought the best community leaders and 
advocates together for their annual awards 
program for 30 years. The event features 
10 awards, and past honorees have included 
everyone from U.S. presidents to small-town 
newspaper editors.
 The Founders award for Civic Leadership 
acknowledges individuals for their contributions 
in the stewardship of our nation’s communities, 
and honorees are recognized as people whose 
lives reflect a unique leadership that has a 
significant impact on the quality of life for people 
across America. Recent recipients include Robert 
A. Peck, commissioner of public buildings for 
the General Services Administration (GSA); 
William K. Reilly, former administrator of the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and 
former president of the World Wildlife Fund; and 
Benjamin Hooks, former director of the NAACP.

MICA President Fred Lazarus IV, pictured with Maryland Senator 

Nathaniel McFadden, is noted for his work in making Baltimore a 

more “livable community.”

10 CONNECTIONS ALUMNI 11

Elizabeth Turk	’94	has	been	called	a	genius	for	her	ability	
to	make	marble	look	featherweight,	but	now	she	has	actually	
earned	the	title	after	being	named	a	2010	MacArthur	Fellow.	
Turk,	who	received	an	MFA	from	MICA’s	Rinehart	School	of	
Sculpture,	was	recognized	with	a	$500,000	“genius	award”	for	
her	elegant	marble	sculptures.
	 In	Turk’s	installation	series	The Collars,	hefty	blocks	of	400-
pound	marble	are	transformed	into	21	delicate	sculptures.	In	her	
hands,	a	traditionally	heavy	and	finicky	medium	is	reduced	to	a	
weightless	and	almost	skeletal	level	of	intricacy.
Defying	easy	categorization,	Turk’s	collars	recall	elements	from	
the	natural	world—skeletons,	spider	webs,	and	shark’s	teeth—as	
well	as	Elizabethan	fashion	and	antique	lace	patterns.
	 “With	these	and	other	visually	arresting	feats	of	precision,	
Turk	is	pushing	the	physical	limits	of	her	material	and	reviving	
a	classical	medium	for	contemporary	artistic	exploration,”	the	
MacArthur	Foundation	said	in	an	announcement.
The	work	is	labor-intensive	and	often	leaves	little	room	for	error.	
“That’s	the	intriguing	part.	You	have	to	think	about	gravity	all	
the	time,”	she	said.	“If	you	make	a	mistake,	it	breaks.	You	can’t	
create	some	sort	of	concept	that	says,	‘Oh	yeah,	that	was	really	
about	some	esoteric	thing.’	It	just	breaks.”

(From left) Stephen Marc, Untitled (from Passage on the Underground Railroad series), photographic montage, 2005; Rigo 23, America, mixed media on paper, 2002. (Photo courtesy of Gallery Paule Anglim.

Four New Trustees  
Join MICA Board
At the AnnuAl MeetIng	of	the	members	of	its	Board	of	
Trustees	on	October	29,	2010,	MICA	welcomed	four	new	
board	members.	

•  Michael S. Beatty has been the president and a principal of H&S 
Properties Development Corp. for the past 17 years. He has been 
responsible for nearly $1 billion in multi-use development along 
Baltimore’s waterfront, including the Harbor East, Harbor Point, and Bond 
Street Wharf projects. In addition to MICA, he supports ARC, Baltimore 
Ronald McDonald House, Boy Scouts of America, and Baltimore School 
for the Arts, among many others. 

•  Jeffrey G. Bunting has been working with entrepreneurs, small-business 
startups, and nonprofits in varied capacities for nearly 20 years. He is 
the president and co-founder of the Alpine Food Service Solutions, which 
provides and operates healthy food service concepts at college campuses 
nationwide that have won numerous quality product and service awards. 
He is also a director and co-founder of the fashion apparel company Kiss 
My Feet; co-founder of the Affinity Stone Company, a full-range natural 
stone fabrication company that produces products for residential and 
commercial clients; and co-founder of party equipment rental companies 
Music City Tents and Events in Nashville and Peach Tree Tents and Events 
in Atlanta.

•  Brian Martel ’93 (printmaking) is a 20-year veteran in the interactive 
entertainment industry. He began his career working on the first 
Civilization game at the Hunt Valley, Maryland, company MicroProse. 
Since then, he has been at the forefront of one of the most important 
advances in the industry: the action shooter category. Later he worked 
on movie properties, such as James Bond, and on PC versions of some 
massive industry franchises, such as Tony Hawk and Halo. He was a 
visionary behind creating Brothers in Arms and leading the final art 
direction for Borderlands. Starting as an artist, Martel has worked his 
way up to be chief creative officer for Gearbox Software and has been a 
driving force behind much of the studio’s success.

•  Michel Modell ’07 ’10 (post-baccalaureate, Hoffberger School of 
Painting) studied under Grace Hartigan and Joyce Kozloff and served 
as the director’s assistant to Timothy App while completing her MFA 
at MICA. She says such diverse influences are a familiar touchstone 
as her own history is a blend of analytical and creative experiences. 
She received a degree in ocean engineering from Florida Institute of 
Technology and after working as an engineer for a number of years, she 
returned to a lifelong passion and became a professional figure skater 
before studying at MICA. She is committed to furthering art education 
and academic excellence in the greater Baltimore community and in 
addition to MICA’s board, she serves as the vice president of the board of 
Maryland Art Place.

	 Turk,	who	works	from	Atlanta,	received	a	BA	in	international	
relations	from	Scripps	College	in	California	and	went	on	to	
become	a	lobbyist	before	overhauling	her	career	and	attending	
MICA’s	Rinehart	School	of	Sculpture.	
Graduate	school	at	MICA,	she	said,	gave	her	the	unfettered	
freedom	to	pursue	her	own	ideas.	“MICA	taught	me	to	‘figure	it	
out	on	your	own,’	just	like	an	art	career,”	she	said.	“It	is	a	very	
individual	and,	at	times,	tough	path.”
	 Much	of	Turk’s	career	has	been	marked	by	an	interest	in	a	
variety	of	mediums,	including	wax,	clay,	bronze,	and	porcelain	
as	well	as	photography	and	video.	But	the	demands	of	working	
with	marble	were	part	of	what	drew	her	to	the	medium.
	 “There	is	an	incredible	challenge	to	it,”	she	said.	“Not	only	
does	it	carry	the	baggage	of	past	histories	but	it’s	intellectually	
hard	because	all	cultures	have	used	it	over	time.	You’ve	got	an	
amazing	body	of	work	to	work	from,	but	you	also	have	to	try	
and	have	a	conversation	with	it,	and	I	like	that	challenge.”
	 “My	hope	is	that	I	can	further	live	up	to	the	bar	that’s	
now	placed	in	front	of	me,	and	I	think	that’s	really	exciting,”	
she	said,	anticipating	her	art	will	continue	to	focus	on	“the	
contemplation	of	human	work	and	nature’s	work	and	how	
the	two	meet.”
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Elizabeth Turk '94 created 21 marble Collars for a 2006 show at Hirschl & Adler Modern in New York, number 7 is pictured at right.



